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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Comrades,

I would like to quote an article 
that I read recently. “Out with 
the old… out… out… out 
already!”… We say good-bye 
to the old year and hello to the 
new one. Last year had its 
successes and its failures…” 
Over the last year, we have 
gained some valuable experi-

ence and hopefully, this year 
we'll have many more successes!”  

This has changed my outlook on Unit 302.  How? 
As seen on the recent Election board, we didn't 
have a lot of members running for the Executive 
positions until the last day.  As President, I ask 
myself the question:  Why?  

Was it me… What did I do…. or didn't do?  Yes! 
Being away at sea, it was hard to deal with many 
ongoing issues. There are a few things that I never 
did accomplish, and regret; there are some things 
I did, that I never expected to do (all good for the 
Unit); and there are things that I still would like 
to do.  

Some long serving Executive members were 
thinking of stepping down. Do they need a break? 
A year off! Well, maybe they do and deservedly 
so. Some of them have worked their rear ends off 
over and over again. Sometimes you need change. 
The same people on the Executive, year in and 
year out, is sometimes not a good thing either. 

This is why it's important for all members that 
would like to serve, on future Executive positions, 
to attend a minimum of two General meetings as 
stated in our unit by-laws. 

To the past Executive, I have to tip my hat to them 
all for doing their best and to those that rose above 
and beyond, I thank you for all that you did.  To 
the incumbent Executive, I look forward to 
working with you all as our year will be busy.

On 31 March 2009, our unit will have its 60th 
Anniversary and we will hold a celebration for this 
event on the 4 April 2009. Additionally, we'll 
recognize the 92nd Vimy Ridge Anniversary and our 
restoration to the War Memorial located out front 
of the Mary Winspear Center. I would like to see 
some new paint on our building, replace the awning 
and look into upgrading the parking lot before the 
next snowfall, to mention only a few. 

As in past years, we have been blessed with the 
Ladies Auxiliary support again this year. Their 
tremendous efforts and fundraising has provided 
the unit with a big screen and projector, pool table 
covers and chalk- board, the Manager's new 
telephone and new beer mugs and much more. 

Thank you to all in supporting our Veterans, our 
Community and our Unit.

Fraternally Yours,

Shane Holwell
President Unit 302

Early Bird Membership Draw

On January 1st 2009, membership chairman Cliff John held the Early Bird draw in front of a packed 
house of New Years Day celbrants in the Club. From the barrel came the name of "Newf" MacDonald. 
Newf will receive his 2009 membership free. Congratulations Newf for being the early bird winner and 
thank you to all who participated as early birds.                                                               ed.
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Sidney Tab Fairies
Happy New Year to all my loveable, wonderful Tab Fairies. Thank you 
for all your support during the past year.   Sylvia Fehr

Our dart team is called the 
“Challengers” and we are in the 
“C” Division of Ladies Darts.  We 
appreciate very much the Army & Navy sponsor-
ing our dart team; and we help out by doing the 
6th Meat Draw, every 4 - 5 weeks at the club. 

We are at present in 4th place, in our division, and 
have had various high scores ranging from 100 - 
160.  Our highest score was from Sylvia Fehr with 

Ladies Darts
160 in October. Also, in League 
Cup, we won against an “A” team.  

Some of our team will be playing in 
the Sweetheart Tournament on Feb 8th. 
 
Once again, thank you for your support and we look 
forward to a fun second half.

Submitted by
Emilie Carretero

Comrades All,
To those who continue to give and strive your 
everlasting patronage to our club, Thank you!!!  
Without your support we would definitely cease 
to function.  Now, I know this is a very difficult 
time of the year financially, but are we really 
trying to bring in AND INCREASE our new 
MEMBERSHIP for 2009. 

Without membership we are finished, the best 
customers that we have, ARE YOU, you are the 
grass-roots and therefore the best to do this, our 
future is our membership and it is each and eve-
ryone’s responsibility to find and bring in new 
members.  If we wish to continue as we have in 
the past we must persuade others to come and 
join us. Getting new members is difficult, and 
one of the best ways is to get our own unit 

friends involved. 

I have been honoured again this year to be your 
Member Of The Year Chairperson. Thank you for 
your participation, it has been a record year for 
nominations, and I wish you all well for 2009.

Many thanks to the Member of Year committee:-
Betty McClelland                                                       
Don Fisher
Maxine Ansell

Fraternally,
In comradeship,

Don Mann.

Member Of The Year Chairman
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Football Toss Grey Cup 2008

Collage
by

Don
Fisher
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Ladies Auxiliary
On behalf of the Ladies 
Auxiliary I wish you one and all 
a very Happy New Year.

Nov. & Dec. were busy months 
for our hard working gals, with 
Rembrance Day, 

funerals, bake sale, meat 
draws, Santa’s breakfast, and a 
very special 90th birthday party 
for Amy Bourassa.

We finished off Dec with a 
terrific Xmas party held at the 
club; lot of us weathered the 
storm. A big thank you to 
Michelle Humber for getting the 
chef and organizing it.

I hope a lot of you got to see the L.A BEAR, 
dressed in full L.A. uniform. It was on display 
at the Victoria Grand Hotel with all the other 
bears to be auctioned off, with proceeds 

going to Queen Alexander Hospital. Thanks 
comrade Ashly Humber good job.

Some of our Ladies have had and will be 
having surgery. We wish you all a speedy 

recovery.

If you haven’t tried YET, please 
come out Monday night for dinner 
and a movie all for $5.00,menu and 
movie posted on the bulletin board.

I'd like to take this time to thank all 
members and non-members for 
your donations and your help it is 
greatly appreciated. Good luck to 
the incoming executive may you all 
have a smooth sailing year.

Submitted by Dee Jones
Publicity & Membership

This is the start of another 
year and I hope everyone 
enjoyed the music for 
the year. We had a sell out for 

New Year's Eve with music by the band 
Phoenix who also played New Year's Day.  

I wish to thank Cathie McGinnity Special 
Events for her hard work arranging tables, 
food and giving out prizes for spot dances. 
I also wish to thank all those people who 

helped to make both days such a big 
success.    

I wish to thank everyone who attended 
the dances because without your sup-
port I wouldn't be able to hire the bands 
and entertainers that you like. 
  
Fraternally yours 
Joy Scott 
Entertainment Chairperson

�������������	
�����
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Army Navy & Air Force Veterans Sidney Unit #302 Santa Charity Pool 
Tournament & Silent Auction held December 7, 2008

On behalf of the tournament, silent 
auction organizers and the Army 
Navy Air Force Veterans in Canada 
Sidney Unit #302 we would like to 
thank those local businesses and 
individuals for their generous sup-
port of this charitable fund raiser.  
Thanks to their donations for auction 
and prizes it was possible to raise 
$3295.00, plus toys and food dona-
tions for the Sidney Food Bank.��������������

���������	
���
���

 

Presenting cheques to Bev Elder of the Sidney Food Bank is L 
to R Marlene Powell President Unit 302 Ladies Auxiliary, Bev 
Elder, Debi Rich-Jones organizer of the event and, Linda 
Coleman representing the Popcorn Fund.

�������������������
�
�������������
����
���

�
��� ������������������
����
�����������������

����������
������������
����

��������������������� ��������������������������������������������������	 
���


Debi Rich-Jones and first place 
pool tournament winner Geoff 
Dowson.

Debi Rich-Jones and 2nd 
place pool tournament win-
ner Wally Norbury.

Debi Rich-Jones and 3rd place 
pool tournament winner Shane 
Holwell
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November 23rd 2008 Meeting Presentations

Left: Shane Holwell (r) President 
Unit 302 presents Brian Wood 
President of the Saanich Peninsula 
Pipe Band a cheque for $1,000 
towards equipment upgrades and 
kit.                                                    ed.

Right: Several long term 
membership pins were pre-
sented at the 23rd November 
meeting (l to r) Peter Coleman 
35 years, Linda Coleman 25 
years, Cheryl Stinson 20 
years, Al Cooper 20 years and 
Lynda Cooper her 15 year pin. 
Congratulations to all.                         
ed.

Dear Comrades

As the New Year is begin-
ning I would like to thank 
everyone who has sup-

ported and helped with the meat draws. 

It has been a geat year therefore we 
were able to keep our donations to 
the different charities going.

Meat Draw Report

Our Special Xmas meatdraw Sunday the 21st 
was a great success despite the ice and snow.

Thanking you all for your support in the last 
year.

Fraternally yours
Marge Baart
Meatdraw.
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Maple Leaf Song - The Victoria Police Chorus - Remembrance
Day Service

In appreciation to our Canadian Armed Forces, & as a Past 
President of the Greater Victoria Police Chorus I wish to share this 
with you!!!
                                                                     Don Mann.

 I've seen a lot of sadness in the countries of this world.
 I've seen the starving faces of a million boys and girls,
 I've walked the war torn countryside and the bloody battered 
streets,
 Where young men fought and died because they wanted to be free,

 And as I watch my children playing freely with their friends,
 I thank God for this country Mister, that we're living in.
 There are no cries of soldiers dying in our streets,
 I wouldn't take a million dollars for a single maple leaf.

 When you think that you got troubles you just listen to the news,
 And I'm sure you realize my friend, your troubles they are few.
 Compared to those of others in the countries of this world,
 We live in a paradise, a rare and priceless pearl.

 And as I watch my children playing freely with their friends,
 I thank God for this country Mister, that we're living in.
 There are no cries of soldiers dying in our streets,
 I wouldn't take a million dollars for a single maple leaf.

Three Days after 
Christmas

 

Twas three days after 
Christmas,

and all through the house 
Every creature was hurtin',

even the mouse 
The toys were all broken,

their batteries dead; 
Santa passed out,

with some ice on his head.  
Wrapping and ribbons
just covered the floor, 

While upstairs the family,
continued to snore.  
And I in my T-shirt,

new Reeboks, and jeans,  
Went into the kitchen
and started to clean.  

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter,   

I sprang from the sink
to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window,
I flew like a flash,  

Tore open the curtains,
and threw up the sash. 

When what to my wondering
eyes should appear  

But a little white truck,
with an oversized mirror.   
The driver was smiling,

so lively and grand,  
The patch on his jacket

said 'CANADA POSTMAN.'  
With a handful of bills,
he grinned like a fox, 

Then quickly he stuffed
them into our mailbox.  
Bill after bill, after bill

they still came,  
Whistling and shouting,

he called them by name.  
'Now Zeller's, now Wal-Mart,

now Old Navy and Sears,  
Here's Visa, MasterCard,
Home Sense and Pier's.'  
'To the tip of your limit,
every store, every mall,   

Now charge away, charge away,
charge away all.'  

He whooped and he whistled
as he finished his work;  

he filled up the box,
and turned with a jerk.  
He sprang to his truck,

and he drove down the road,  
Driving much faster now,

with just half a load.  
Then I heard him exclaim,
with great holiday cheer, 
'Enjoy what you got...

You'll be paying all year!'

Author Unknown 
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New Years Eve 2008

Pictures by 
Charmain Lee

Collage by
Don Fisher

Special Meat Draw
December 2008

Pictures by 
Charmain Lee

Collage by
Don Fisher
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Pictures by Randy Evans

Collage by Don Fisher
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Pictures by
Randy Evans

Collage by
Don Fisher


