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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Comrades: As mentioned, the "6 Biennial Provincial BC
s we continue to celebrate Command Convention was held in Chiliwack, BC
our 60" Anniversary, Unit in March and was well attended by most ANAF
302 has made excellent pro-units in BC with two major points of discussion:
gress over these milestone ) _ )
years. Our Anniversary dinner - All mainland units declared they were having
on the 3 March 2009 was Mmajor issues with property taxesComrade Don
well received and attended. It Mann was approached to provide assistance to these
was an honour to have our BCunits, based on the success within our own urst thi
Command President, past year. (Note: Don forwarded copies of all our
Comrade Bill Calvert, preside documentation to BC Command for their review
over the event, as this was his first officialend usage). , , ,
function, appointed to his position the previous Membershipwas once again an issue; the
weekend at the BC Command Convention. Alumbers are dropping and getting the Army, Navy,
head table representatives were extremely infir Force Veterans’ name recognized was still
pressed with the event and by all accounts, all @fficult. However, eight units were recognized for
attendance had a great time. increased membership - proudly to which, Unit 302
was acknowledged and | accepted this award on
Our special Anniversary announcement in thgour behalf (a trophy to follow).
Peninsula News was another huge success story ) )
and it painted a very positive picture of Unit 32’ On April 9" we celebrated Vimy Day and our
commitment to our community; and it definitelymembers and distinguished veterans visitors from
made people reflect and remember our Unitthe Lodge at Broadmead and Legion Manor seemed
contribution to the peninsula and our town of0 have a great time at our unit.
Sidney.

| regrettably missed Mother's Day brunch (being
The following week, | enjoyed reading the articleaway at sea for my last sail) and | heard thatas w
from one of our local Sidney residents, regarding success but that the Champagne and orange juice
our donation to the ‘War Memorial’ upgrade and_NIth an old fashlon_ breakfast wasn't as popular as
how he would generously contributed a sum ot had been in previous years. Therefore, a passibl
money to them as well. Further to this, larchange of menu would be fitting for next years
Hennigar, Executive Director of Mary Winspear,Mother’s Day venue - a BBQ dinner & wine
forwarded a personal thank you note to Mrperhaps?
Caldwell for his kind comments on both our_ . .
behalves. I've been informed that the upgradé&his will be my final report before the summer
project is very close to being completed andpegins and I'd like to thank my Executive for all
should be ready for a grand unveiling early thigheir remarkable contributions this year, and I'd
summer. Once we've decided on the final detailgspecially like to give all the Members, all thefft
notices will be sent out with the ceremony detailshe Ladies Auxiliary and the individuals involved
with the extra committees, a great big thank yau fo
Unit 302 remains financially sound and our goayour devotion to keeping Unit 302 vibrant and
is to continue that way through these bumpynoving forward in the true spirit of our motto -
recession months; and 1 am a firm believer thashoulder to Shoulder.
we’'ll remain strong. | previously mentioned that
we have been given a partial tax exemption fdrraternally yours,
the next two years. However, I'm ecstatic to
reveal that a review board reevaluated Unit 302§hane Holwell,
exemption and have given us a zero exemptidaresident Unit 302
for this 2009 year, meaning No Property Taxes!
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Special Events

Dear Comrades:

60 years and still going strong. The
As you read my Report in th Anniversary dinner and dance was a
Clarion, 1 will be on my annual huge success . A sell out!! Thanks

Holiday's in the UK. Jobs that have been doHQ'U“te_ers for all the hard work.
around the club have been general maintenantdny Ridge day was attended by our Veterans from

March clean up we had 15 people and each ﬁ]rd)admead and our local area. Thanks Cathie

everyone worked very hard. | want to thank ani(lcfinnitygor orgagizing this evenbt. e
job well done.” | would like to thank Bagb 04 members and non - members enjoyed an

Nalleweg and Al Cooper for the help they glvgwesqme Mother's Dgy brur?ch. Great job to my crew.
me Victoria day parade is coming up May 18th, so far
Thi.s concludes my report and | would like to wisae have 10 flag bearers and marchers.
yrep e are gonna fire up the BBQ on June 21st. Bring

you all a happy summer.
Yours Trul dad on down for a free meal, members only of course

. R i And Canada day is just a month and a half away.
Jim Lee . . .

. Invite your friends. Its open house with a greatda
House Chairman
Yours Fraternally,

Randy Evans, Special Events Chair

House Report

Dear Comrades,

Government of Canada to Honour Canadian Forces anWeterans with Free Travel
Offer expanded to include VIAl Class and Sleeper

Those eligible for the Specij L% an adult can travel free as part of

Thanks to the VIA's "Kids Travel Free" program.
VIA is also offering a 50% dis-
count to personnel and their fami-
dependants. Members of t lies off the regular adult fare in
Canadian Forces Travel free i S TR VIAL, Sleeper and Totem classes,
Comfort class and can bring up depending on availability. All

to five family members travel- bookings must be made by June 15,
ling with them at 50 per cent off the regular2009, and travel must take place in July. Other
applicable fare. Children under 12 accompanied byonditions may apply.

Entertainment

| am pleased with the continuing to have a couple of new bands in the next few
support on Friday nights and months, so keep watching. | hope you all have a
Sunday afternoon and welcome fun and sunny summer and will continue support-
any feedback. | am still trying ing the bands and entertainers.

to book new entertainment and |
have booked Eric Roberts the Mad Hatter, onFraternally Yours
Sunday, June 7, so | hope you enjoy him. | hopeloy Scott, Entertainment Chairperson

fares are active and retire
Military ~ Forces, Reserv C di itary!
Military Forces, spouses an -anacaiiLiai

‘3
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ANAF SPORTS

May 9" cribbage play downs wer
canceled. There were only two tea
that signed up and hopefully the

will be a better response next yeatr.

Summer golf is soon here and we W
have play downs again at Glen mea
ows golf club on May 3% Kelly Lovell to chair
this event, sign up sheet at bar. Provincial ey
will be at the Delta Golf Club.

Pender is hosting this year so we will send te
to Pender and Rayny Day will chair this event.
will need prizes for our teams that we send. If y
can help out please let Rayny know.

Bocci ball will be held in Sept. so our play dow,
will take place at Brethour Park in August and

will be the host this year and that will also be| a

Brethour Park in Sept.

Joe Harrison

Member Of The Year 2008
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Above: Unit 302 president Shane Holwell presents
NShe Member Of The Year trophy to Harry
W& anderson at the annual January 2009 election

eeting. The MOY trophy is awarded each year to
a member voted by his/her peers for having
voluntarily contributed a great deal of time and
energy assisting with the many programs under-

Sports chair

taken by Unit 302. Congratulations Harry. ed.

THE POPCORN CORNER

Thanks everyone for supporting theall the popcorn seasonings which are very popular.
popcorn. We were able to donateHarold Felhauer donated several containers of the

in the clubs name $200.00 ju
before Christmas and anoth

stvery good Girl Guide Popcorn to us which keeps
erthe cost of everything down.

$200.00 this May to the Sidney

Food Bank.

Have a good summer everyone and remember
Popcorn IS good for you.

It's people like Rocky Anderson
and Darlene Hind who have donated.inda Coleman

ELVIE'S BOOK CORNER

Colonist book sale on the fre

great donations you leave.

We were able to attend the Timesand is still recuperating at her daughter’s place i

e Morrinsville, Alberta. Hopefully she will be back

day and picked up quite a fewsoon and able to take her job back.
boxes of new (to us) books. _
Thanks also to everyone for theKeep the books coming and reme

ber it only costs 25 cents for
book.

As you might know Sandra
Fullbrook had a stroke when she was back eaksinda Coleman
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Ladies Auxiliary

Greetings from the L.A
First of all, a big thanks to the
unit for putting on a fabulous
60th Anniversary. Those of us
that attended enjoyed it immensely
On May 3rd Linda Bonnenfant joined our
Aux. Welcome aboard.

PAST EVENTS

1. Vimy Ridge Day was a great success
2. We had our annual L.A. Barbecue on
May 3rd. As usual Michelle Humber did a
bang up job, and thanks to all the Ladies who
helped.

3. Monday May 4th was the last dinner
and movie until Sept. A big thank you to
Michelle & her faithful helpers.

4. We would like to thank Le Spa
Sereine, Dogs Breath and In touch cards &
gifts for their donations to the mothers day
Raffles.

5. And a big thank you to the unit for a
fabulous Mothers Day breakfast it was so
nice to be served by the men.

6. Our Ladies served the residents from
Sannich Peninsula Hospital a nice lunch on
May 13th they always have a good time &
they look forward to their outing.

7. On May 18th some of our ladies
marched in the Victoria Day Parade.

8. In May we were able to donate $2,500

to the unit towards the building improvement
fund. We would like to see the handy cap
parking decals repainted and possibly buy a
new copying machine.

UP COMMING EVENTS

We hope to have a garage sale in June and
a car wash in August. Keep checking
the board for these events and more.

Comrade Donna Loftus has some great gifts
for fathers day raffle. The ladies will also be
buying the steaks for the fathers day dinner
and they will be selling desserts for $2.00 a
plate fresh strawberry short cake & other
homemade goodies, so come out and enjoy.

This year we are able to sponsor a student
from our Bursary fund. So far we have one
application.

At our May meeting President Humber pre-
sented past president Marlene Powell with a
bar to hold her other pins.

Once again | thank all members and non-
members for your donations

This is my last report until September | hope
you all have a SAFE & FUN filled summer

Submitted by Dee Jones
Publicity & Membership
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Battle of Atlantic

On May 7th, veterans, serving sailors and Included was the SS Caribou, the Port-aux-
observers will gather at naval memorials, Basque ferry which sank with a loss of 136 lives
cenotaphs and naval bases to commemorate in the Cabot Strait. The last ship lost was the
the service, sacrifice and ultimate victory in corvette, HMCS Shawinigan which was torpe-
the longest running battle of World War Il - doed and sunk

The Battle of the
Atlantic.

The Battle of the
Atlantic started 3
September 1939
and ended 8 May
1945. Although
many navies partici-
pated in the fight on

with no survi-
vors from its
crew of 91.The
Battle of the
Atlantic was the
war of the little
ships. Canada,
with little to put
into the effort at

the Allied side, the British Royal Navy and the start, embarked on a shipbuilding program
the Royal Canadian Navy carried a solid of corvettes. These ships sailed the North
majority of the battle throughout its duration. Atlantic in all weather testing their 205-foot
At the start of World War Il the RCN had 13 |ength and producing unbelievable misery for
ships, six of them destroyers. By the end of the crews. Ships’ companies fought not just
the Battle of the Atlantic, Canada had the German U-boats but unrelenting bad weather,

third largest navy in

the world with 373

ships and over

110,000 personnel.

It was during this

battle that Canada,

for the first time

since the War of

1812, was attacked.

On 10 June, 1942,

U-553  torpedoed

the British freighter

Nicoya just off

Anticosti Island. The Battle of the St.
Lawrence would continue for two years at a
cost of 23 ships lost, four of them warships.
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wet mess decks, ter-
rible food and a per-
sistent lack  of
sleep.

Corvettes, cheap
and easy to build,
held the line until a
much more capable
ocean escort could
be put into service -
the frigate.

The RCN crews, all
volunteers, came

from every part of Canada. And over 2000 gave

Continued on next page
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From previous page

their lives with the loss of 24 warships. To
even that score, they sank 50 German
u-boats, alone or in consort with other ships
and aircratft.

The Canadian-flagged merchant marine, the
primary target of the U-boats, lost approxi-
mately 1600 people from torpedoes, mines
and collisions.

By late 1942 there

was a real fear

that the U-boats

were winning the

battle. By mid-

1943 however, the

tide had turned

and the Allies

went on the offen-

sive by sending

out hunter-killer

groups to roam the

Atlantic and Kkill

the  submarines

sea.
The veterans of the Battle of the Atlantic,
whose ages ranged from 17 to 26 years during
the fight, are now in their eighties. Many have
passed on.

They were Able Seaman Joe Bell who, when
HMCS Athabaskan was sunk in the Bay of
Biscay, badly burned and suffering from in-

gested fuel oil,
spent the rest of
the war in a
German prison
camp.

They were Able
Seaman Jack

Hannam who de-
fied orders and
rescued six of
HMCS

Athabaskan’s sur-
vivors off the coast
of France and then

Corvette

before they could attack a

convoy.

On April 16th, 1945 HMCS Esquimalt, patrol-
ling off Halifax Harbour, was torpedoed by
U-190. From her crew of 70 only 26 survived.
She was the last ship lost by the RCN to
enemy action. The U-boats surrendered
three weeks later and the Battle of the
Atlantic was over.

Very few of those who died during the Battle
of the Atlantic lie in marked graves. Almost
all of those killed were lost with their ship,
died awaiting rescue in the freezing North
Atlantic, or succumbed to wounds. Those
whose bodies were recovered were buried at
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took his 27 foot motor-cutter

back to England, with a faulty
motor and after a long, deadly night in a
torpedo boat infested English Channel.
So, if you hear a bell ringing 24 times in the
distance, it is the roll being called for the ships
that never came home and the crews they took
with them.

Source:
http://thegallopingbeaver.blogspot.com/2006/-
05/battle-of-atlantic-sunday.html

Submitted by Don Fisher



